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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Streter 
(6456858). 

3. Regarding claim 1 Streter teaches in a communication system where 
connections are established between an external network and mobile radio subscriber 
units by way of an access network, a method comprising (figs. 1-4): 

detecting a failure in a node (Base Stations 16, 22 24, fig. 1) (col. 10, lines 23-45, 
col. 11, lines 47-50); 

determining one or more mobile radio subscriber unit (12) connections affected 
by the detected failure (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, lines 53-67); and 

sending a message identifying the one or more affected mobile radio subscriber 
unit connections (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 64-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claim 15 Streter teaches in a communication system where 
connections are established between an external network and radio subscriber units by 
way of a radio access network, a method comprising (figs. 1-4): 



Application/Control Number: 09/778,960 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

detecting a failure in a device in a node (base station), and sending a message 
identifying the failed device to one or more other nodes, wherein the one or more other 
nodes release radio subscriber unit connections associated with the identified failed 
device (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claim 21 Streter teaches in a radio communications system providing 
communications between an external network and radio units, a radio access network 
that interfaces the external network and the radio units, comprising (figs. 1-4): 

a radio network control node for communicating with the external network; and a 
radio base station node coupled to the radio network controller configured to provide a 
radio interface with plural radio units, wherein when a failure is detected in one of the 
nodes, the one node is configured to send a message to another of the nodes 
identifying one or more active and ongoing radio unit connections affected by the node 
failure (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claim 34 Streter teaches in an access network providing 
communication connections between an external network and a mobile radio subscriber 
unit, a network node communicating with one or more network nodes, comprising (figs. 
1-4): 

a controller configured to perform the following tasks: detect a failure in the 
network node (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4); determine one or more 
active and ongoing mobile radio subscriber unit connections affected by the detected 
node failure (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 12 line 4); and send a message to 
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one or more other network nodes identifying the one or more affected mobile radio 
subscriber unit connections (col. 1 0, lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claim 43 Streter teaches in a communication system where 
connections are established between an external network and radio subscriber units by 
way of a radio access network, apparatus comprising (figs. 1-4): 

means for determining one or more active and ongoing radio subscriber.unit 
connections affected by a failure detected in a radio access network node, and means 
for sending a message identifying the one or more affected radio subscriber unit 
connections (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claims 2,22,35,44 Streter teaches releasing the one or more affected 
mobile radio subscriber unit connections identified in the message (col. 10, lines 23-45, 
col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claims 3,23,36,45 Streter teaches maintaining one or more mobile 
radio subscriber connections not determined to be affected by the detected failure (col. 
1 0, lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claims 4,24,36 Streter teaches maintaining a signaling connection 
associated with a mobile radio subscriber unit affected by the detected failure (col. 10, 
lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claims 5,16,25,37 Streter teaches wherein the mobile radio 
subscriber unit uses plural connections during a communications session (col. 10, lines 
23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 12 line 4). 



Application/Control Number: 09/778,960 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claims 6,19,26 Streter teaches generating a list identifying the one or 
more mobile radio subscriber units affected by the detected failure and one or more 
subscriber unit connections affected by the detected failure, and wherein the message 
includes the list (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claims 7,20,27,38 Streter teaches generating a list identifying the one 
or more mobile radio subscriber units affected by the detected failure without identifying 
radio subscriber unit connections, and releasing all mobile radio subscriber unit 
connections associated with the one or more subscriber units in the list (col. 10, lines 
23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claims 8,18,28,39 Streter teaches indicating in the list whether a 
signaling connection associated with a mobile radio subscriber unit affected by the 
detected failure should be released or maintained (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47- 
col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claims 9,17,29,40 Streter teaches wherein the list includes identifiers 
for the one or more mobile radio subscriber units affected by the detected failure and for 
the one or more subscriber unit connections affected by the detected failure (col. 10, 
lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Regarding claims 10,30,41 Streter teaches wherein when the list does not 
include connection identifiers, all connections for a mobile radio subscriber unit are 
released. 

Regarding claims 1 1 ,31 ,42 Streter teaches wherein the message is sent to one 
or more other nodes (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47-col. 12 line 4). 
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Regarding claims 12,32 Streter teaches wherein the node is one of an external 
network node, a core network node, an access network node, and a mobile radio 
subscriber unit. 

Regarding claims 13,33 Streter teaches wherein the message is a control 
signaling message (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 1 1 , line 47-col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claim 14 Streter teaches wherein the message is sent using an 
existing access network control signaling message (col. 10, lines 23-45, col. 11, line 47- 
col. 12 line 4). 

Regarding claims 46-50 Streter teaches wherein each radio subscriber unit 
connection is associated with one or more radio access bearers (col. 10, lines 23-45, 
col. 11, line 47-col. 1 2 line 4). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 01-16-07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The examiner has thoroughly reviewed applicant's arguments but firmly 
believes that the cited references reasonably and properly meet the claimed limitations. 
Regarding claims 1 ,2,15, the applicant argues on page 1 1 that Streter fails to teach a 
failure detection in a node and there is description in Streter that the blockage report 
includes any identification of mobile radio subscriber connections affected by a detected 
failure in a node. Examiner respectfully disagrees with this argument. In col.11, lines 46- 
57, Streter teaches that MTSO detects blocking factor [i.e., the claimed "failure"] of the 
base station [i.e., the claimed "node"]. Since, the base station is blocked, the 
connections of a number of mobile units connected to the base station will be also 
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blocked and the message of these blocked connections are reported to the MTSO. This 
report is the report that includes the identification of the mobile units' connections 
affected by the detected failure in the base station. Therefore, MTSO selects at least 
one of the mobile units to rescan so that the connection with the base station can be re- 
established (col.11, lines 60-62). 

Therefore the rejection of the claims 1 ,2,1 5 in view of Streter will remain. 

Claims 21 ,34,43 are reject for the same reasons as described above with respect to 
claim 1. Furthermore, the applicant argues on page 12 that Streter lacks to teach "The 
blockage message does not list specific mobile connection". The applicant didn't claim a 
list of specific mobile connection. However, Streter's MTSO can determine a list of 
mobile stations connected to a base station that has blockade factor does not exceed a 
threshold (see col.1 1 , lines 46-57). 

Therefore the rejection of the claims 21 ,34,43 in view of Streter will remain. 

Regarding claims 1 ,15, the applicant argues on page 10-12 in view of Jensen. However, 
the examiner didn't reject the claims in view of Jensen the office action mailed on 
07/19/2006. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khawar Iqbal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7909. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR.system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 





